
INTERESTING DEVELORtiENTS OF 

THE PAST FIFTY YEARS. 

The year 194? is a very momentous year in the 

History of Canada. This year marks the passing of 

the Canadian Citizenship Act. It is the fiftieth 

anniversary of the Women's Institute and is also 

the Hundredth anniversary of the bir th of two great 

men, namely, Alexander Gfaham Bell and Thomas Edison. 

Because of the wonderful changes in the world, 

we have decided to write a story of the interesting 

developments of the past fifty years especially in 

our own district . 

First we will consider the development of the 

telephone and give honor to the man who invented it . 

Alexander Graham Bell was born in Edinburgh 

Scotland on March 3, 1847. He was a teacher, Scientis~ 

Inventor and humanitarion, as well as the founder 

of the telephone industry. 

The Elgin County Home had the first phone in this 

community. We do not know the exact date but it was 

late in the 19th century. 

The Fingal Rural line was put through in the spring 

and s ummer of 1909. Poles and other equipment were 

• transferred by horses and wagons . One farmer who had 
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his phone installed in 1913 tells us of how he 

was required to haul his own supplies. 

Some of our l ocal men helped with the wor k . 

Two t hat will be remembered by many wer e Mr • H. 

Henderson of Fingal and Mr. John Begg (father of 

Lynwood Begg} who were threshers in the district at 

t hat t ime. 

The f irst rural bell 1ine was th~ 492 l ine which 

went through to Shedden . It wa s in use as early as 

1906 . The late l~.B~tinchoombe had one ot t he first 

telephones on t his line . The 26 line was built in 

t he summer of 1911 and t he 564 line the spring 

of t he fol lowing year. 

These lines have been improved in recent years 

and are now operated on what is called the selective 

code system, which means that f ewer rings come in 

as the lines are divided and all calls come from 

t he St. Thomas Offi ce. 

Next let us l ook to Thomas Edison and the won-

derful discover y of elect ric power . 

As a boy Thomas Edison spent many vacations 

with relatives in t he village of Vienna and this 

old Edison home can now be seen at Mr. Henry For d 's 

histor ical Gree~Village where it was moved 

some years ago. 
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Thomas Dubber, Charles Butler, Charles Begg, 

Alex UcNiven, Wm. Lyle , Tl Stinchcombe, 

B. Stinchcombe, J. FutcberAand the Elgin House 

of Industry. 

The uses of electricity have increased at 

such a r apid pace t hat now much of our wor k is 

made lighter by i t . We have stoves , irons, 

toasters, vacuum cleaner~ , r~igerators , wash-

ing and sewing machines, r adios , fireplaces, 

water beaters, polishers and many other appli ances 

i n our houses . Hydr o also goes to the barn where 

it is used for separat i ng and cooling milk, as well 

as mi lking the Cows , and for pumping water . Many 

farmers also have their own grain gr inders. Years 

ago gr ain was gr ound by windmill or horse power . 

The transportation of our livestock and pr o-

duce to market was much different years ago. Most 

of it was by Pere Mar quette Railway. 

The Railway came through Middlemarcb in 1900 . 

Many farmers wor ked with their teams at building 

the r oad bed . Some had as many a s three or f our 

teams . The wage f or a man end team wa s $3 . 50 f or 

a ten hour day. 
L. 

A station house and the stock ~ were also 
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built in 1900 . 

Cattle , salt and later fer tilizer were the main 

things shipped in. 

During Wor ld War 1 many f armers shipped milk to 

Windsor every mor ning. Large numbers of cattle 

also were shipped from this point. The late Mr. 

Charlie Jaekson? a drover shipped as may as 1? car­

loads in a single day. This was in 191? and they 

wer e billed for France . 

These cattle were all driven in herds to the 

yards and i t was not an uncommon sight to see a 

dro~e of cattle a quarter of a mile long pr oceeding 

along the r oad. 

Other pr oduce shipped out were wheat , sheep and 

hogs . Sugar Beets were and still are sh i pped . 

At one time there· were four passenger trains 

a day through Middlemarch. It was a flag station 

and the only station- master was t he late 1~ . B. 

Stincheombe. 

When the passenger trains were discontinued the 

stat ion house wa s sold to Mr . E. Graham of Fingal 

and is now used as a garage . 

Just here we would like to mention that !fr . 

Peter McCurdy of this distr ict who was retired from 

active work on the Railway this month oper ated the 
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first engine/ on passenger, r unning out or Buffalo 

on this Division of the N.Y. C. Railway. 

Trucks and tractors now do pr actically all the 

hauling of livestock and gr ain . Tractors have 

taken the place of the steam engine for threshi ng 

and buzzing wood and of the horse for much of the 

farm wor k . All of the early t r actors were on steel. 

Before trucks came into use the road work was 

done by the farmers and deducted from t heir taxes. 

There was a r oadmaster in charge or each mile and 

a quarter . The gr avel was pl aced in a heap in the 

centre of the r oad. But with the coming of the low 

motor car , it has beco~e necessary to spread it 

more evenly and so trucks are used . 

I n 1941 our main road was surfaced with asphalt . 

For some years now, all r oad repair ing has been 

taken over by the township and County Councils . 

Of course the coming of the motor car was mostly 

responsible for the discontinuance or short run pass-

enger trains . 

One of the first automobiles in St . Thomas was 

owned by Dr. J ames Curtis a native of the lliddlemerch 

communi t y. This car was a Brush. A make practically 
....,) 

unk.nown to most of us . The Brush was a single seated 

open car with chain d.rive and a speed of 20 miles or 

less . 

In 1914 Messr s c.s. Butler , C. P. Welter and 
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The St . 'Pbomae Poete:l Depart::Ien-t has supplied 

the names of t he Fingal stage driver s , namely: 

Mr . MacDonald- Hor ace Holden- Thomas Warren-

Frank Blosdale- Geo . Penwarden- Ed . Penwarden-

Alber t Lawton- John Camer on- Dan Camer on. 

Shortly before ~he end of t he War German 

• prisoners were placed at the Fingal Air School , 

many helping on farms i n our dis t r ict and the 

surrounding countr y . After the War t he German 

prisoners were sent home and Polish refugee 

l aborers and Japanese f ami lies wer e broughtto t he 

School . llany Poles are now helping on farms . 

1947 also marks the l Oth Anniversary of the 

Tr ans- Canada Airways . 

This is but a small part we have told of the 

progress during the pas t half centur y along the 

old Talbot road . This progress can be duplicated 

all over Canada and with Canada 's wonder ful re-

s ources many as yet untouched and with a gr owing 

population we belive i t wi l l become a great 

country. 

c 
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"CANADA--- CANADA--- It is a country of whi ch 

everyone speaks well and no man speaks evil •• It is 

a country which has never threatened the safety or 

well being of another nation but which has t wice 

pl ayed a vital part in saving t he world. It is 

a country which is twice-blessed in having neither 

the hereditary r ich nor the pereditary poor. I 

wonder if in its own way the Canadian way of life 

is not t he truest form of democracy t he world has 

seen." 

~s. Tyrell Begg. 
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~- MESSAGE FROM THE 
I PRESIDENT 

I 
How do you do Ontario Women's 
Institute Members! 

To many of you I am a stranger, 
but in pride in our organization and 
high hopes for its future, you and I 
find common ground. 

1947-the fiftieth year of the 
founding of our organization, will 
soon be behind us. But the achieve­
ments and the satisfaction of fifty 
years of unselfish service remain. 
Women of vigour and vision, fifty 
years ago, laid the foundation stones 
of our Women's Institute straight 
and true. I know it is your prayer, 
as it is mine, that we have the in­
sight and spiritual strength to con­
tinue building in like manner. 

That most wonderful and satisfying 
day at Guelph, with its beauty and its 
inspiration, was a fitting climax to 
fifty years of unselfish effort-Thou­
sands of us, paying tribute that day 
to everything that our Institute stands 
for, went home with high resolves 
to greater effort. 

The thought I want to leave with 
you for the new year is "Active 
Citizenship" in the four spheres of 
home, community, national and inter­
national. Act:ve citizenship in the 
home embraces all our Institute pro­
ltl'am of better living and better 
home-making. Here we lay the first 
foundations of good citizenship by 
teaching our children, loyalty, toler­
ance and co-operation. 

Active citizenship in our com­
munities calls for our support of all 
worthwhile projects-such as com­
munity centres, play-~ounds, parks, 
etc. It means constructive interest in 
our schools and health units. It calls 
for active help for our Juniors and 
the absorption of newcomers into 

1 community life. Be zealous in ex­
' tending membershi~rural women 

need the privileges and means of 
service that our organization offers. 

1947 saw Ul' with Canadian citizen­
ship for the first time. The highest 
fot·m of citizenship is use of franchise 
-the lowest form is espionage. Im­
migrants are flocking to our shores. 
We must help mould these different 

MRS. J. R. FUTCHER, 
F. W. I. 0. PRESIDENT 

nationalities into one great Canadian 
spirit! Canada needs their craftsman­
ship and their thrift. By a.tother 
generation they'll make splendid 
citizens. j 

The war has made world citizens of 
us all. Our citizenship effort must 
now be international in scope. How 
fortunate we Women's Institute mem­
bers are for through our International 
Organization we can so easily help to 
promote international understandlDI't'! 
Remember in planning next year's 
program to set aside the February 
meeting for International Day. 

What an interesting future lies 
ahead really making citizenship work! 

To Mrs. Summers I say "Thank 
vou for a job well done!" 
· I will do my best, as far as I am 
able. to follow her example of devoted 
service and outstanding leadership. 

And now, may happiness and satis-J 
faction go with you in your work as 
~·ou face the New Year. 

Dorothy E. Futcher. 
R.R. 1, St. Thomas 

WE WELCOME OUR PRESIDENT 
Women's Institute members from 

all parts of the province welcome our 
new Provincial President, Mrs. J. 
Robinson Futcher. 

A teacher before her marriage, Mrs. 
Futcher lives on a farm near St. 
Thomas, in Elgin County. She has 
one son at home on the farm, a 
daughter in trainin~ for a nurse and 
twins attending St. Thomas Collegiate. 

For twenty-four years Mrs. Futcher 
has been an active Institute member. 
During that time she has held various 
offices in her Branch and District. 
She was first elected to the F.W.I.O. 
Board in 1944 and while serving on 
the Board acted as liaison officer be­
tween the F.W.I.O. and Wartime 
Prices and Trade Board, was Chair­
man of the Finance Committee and 
was instrumental in organizing a 
delegation comprised of represent­
ative provincial women's organizations 
to present a beverage room brief to 
the Prime Minister of Ontario. 

Mrs. Futcher has always been 
looked upon with high esteem by \ler 
many frientls and associates. She 

has made an outstanding contribution 
toward the welfare of her community 
by taking an active part in all worth· 
while communitv enter»rises. She baa 
served on the Elgin County Federa­
tion of Amculture executive, the St. 
Thomas Music Club and the Elgin 
Historical Society executive. 

Her friendly personality, her clear, 
logical mind and her knowledl't'e of 
and experience in Institute work all 
admirably fit her for the very res­
ponsible position she has been elected 
to fill. 

The Women's Institutes of this 
province extend warmest congratula­
tions and good wishes for a successful 
tenure of office as President, Feder. 
ated Women's Institutes of Ontario 
and pled~e co-operation and support. 

( 



l 'I 

The wonderf ul i nventi on of hydro changed the 

whole coufitJY from darkness to a great white way 

of light and a different way of living for all 

people . Before this candle s made of tall ow or 

wax were used for lighting purposes. Then we had 

coal- oil and gasol ine lamps. Gas lightlwer e also 

used and Delco plants which most closely r~mbled 

hydro were used by many l ar ge concerns as well as 

a f ew pr ivate per sona . 

Since electricity came the new brighter light 

of t he Edison bulb has illuminated our homes. 

Early in 1900 the l ate Sir Adam Beck of London, 

Ontario 
7
lectured in what was t hen the Grange Hall 

on the wonderful advantages of hydro to the rural 

people . At that time i t aeeoed like a dream that 

hydro could do so many things for us . 

However shortly after Mr. Wm. Pranglin, north 

of Talbotville asked Mr. Alex Lyle to make a canvas 

of the farmers of this district and many of t hem 

sigoed to have to have hydro installed. Wor ld War 

! ) interrupted the buil ding of the lines and it was 

not until 1920 that the late Mr. James Futcher and 

Mr. Lyle re-canvassed the c~ity. 

The following farmer s had Hydro installed in 

1923 and 1924. Walter Lunn, D. J . Begg , A. D. Lyle 

l kf __ 
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plates a nd t'le p iano have been donc. ted to the chur c' by friends . 

LIST uF • It:IST.!l S 

Rev J . H. l~ccartney 1879=1882 

Rev Thos Cobb 1882-1885 

Rev G. Br own 1885- 1888 

Rev R. D. Namilt on 1888- 1891 

Rev . G. McAllist er 1891- 1894 

Rev . w. Haynurs t 1894- 1897 

Rev 'lbo ~as Jackson 1897- 1899 

Rev William L:Oss 1899- 1901 

Rev A. J . Lan~ford 1901- 1905 

Rev A. L. Russell 1905- 1,07 

REv J . ll . Pring 

Rev A. G. Harris 1909- 1913 

Rev J . Henderson 1914- 1917 

Rev . w. St i rling 1917- 1918 

Rev A. R. Johnston 1918- 1920 

Rev F . Burress 1920-1~22 (HUgh Wilson S tudent) 

Rev . A. McKibbon 1922- 1925 

Rev . A • R. kellam 1925- 1927 

::tev J . Anthony 1927- 1928 

Rev . li. G. Shaw 1928-1930 

Rev • E. S. Hiscocks 1930- 1935 

Rev T. C. Wilkinson 1935- 1938 

Rev . D. ~1 . ? o 1e roy 1938- 1943 
• 
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Alex Lyle purchased their first cars. 

Since the opening or the Bombing and Gunner y 

School, at Fingal , bus service bas been maintained 

by t he Richards Coach Lines of St . Thomas. Dur-

ing the War t he buses to Fingal Air School r an 

frequently. Since the War the buses run regularly 

from St . Thcmas to Rodney twice a day. In addition 

to t hese, bus service is •pr ovided f or the Secondary 

school children; since the begining of 194? t his 

bas been sponsor ed by t he Elgin High School Area. 

Previ ous to t his t here wa s a stage coach which 

went twice dai ly from Fi ngal t o St . Thomas, carrying 

passengers and school children. By paying a small 

sum you could have your paper t hr own off at your 

gate . 1~s. E. Luton had a collie dog which was 

trained to meet t he stage every nigh t and bring t heir 

pa:per. 

In 1910 Mr . A. F. McNiven and Mr. c.s. Butler 

canvassed the Community in the i nterest of rural mail 

deliver y . They had both known t he advantages of mail 

deli very. The mail couriers were Mr. Dan Camer on, ~ ~ 
t1 

Mr . and Mrs . Roy Sterenuc and now Mr . and 11rs. A.E. Cf '-?-
French. Mrs. French i nfor ms us that when cars were 

first tried out in carrying mail , Mr . Sam Meek used 

his car to drive the mail man for sever al trips on 

our St . Thomas rural r oute 1. 
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